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What is Creation-tide? 
 

In 1989 the Ecumenical Patriarch (the spiritual leader of Orthodox 
Christians worldwide) suggested that 1 September, the first day of 
the Orthodox Church’s year, should be observed as a day “of 
protection of the natural environment”. 
Ten years later the European Christian Environmental Network 
(ECEN) widened this proposal, urging churches to adopt a Time for 
Creation stretching from 1 September to the feast of St Francis on 4 
October. This was endorsed by the 2007 European Ecumenical 
Assembly, which recommended that the period “be dedicated to 
prayer for the protection of Creation and the promotion of 
sustainable lifestyles that reverse our contribution to climate 
change”. This period is known as Creation-tide. 
Since 2008 Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) has 
compiled a programme of resources to encourage and assist 
churches to observe Creation-tide, spanning the traditional 
“harvest season” for many in Britain. 
Worship is at the heart of our response to the spiritual challenges of 
Climate and Ecological crisis. The Eucharist calls us to reverence 
God’s presence and life in all things, expressing the dignity and 
wonder of creation, and our place within it. We are called back to 
God’s generosity and our responsibility as ‘stewards’ of the earth. 
Creation-tide offers individual believers and communities a fitting 
opportunity to reaffirm their personal vocation to be stewards of creation, 
to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our 
care, and to implore his help for the protection of creation as well as his 
pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we live.” 

Pope Francis 
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The Gathering  
 
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some 
moments of shared quiet preparation.  
 
We stand 
 
Opening Hymn: You made a universe so full of wonder 
 
You made a universe so full of wonder,  
gave us a world to cherish and to hold. 
But we have treated it as ours to plunder: 
what you gave freely, we have bought and sold. 
What you made perfect, we have torn asunder: 
do not, O Lord, your healing power withhold. 
 

In generous love, the pattern of your caring,    
we have been blessed with more than we could need. 
But we have hoarded what was meant for sharing, 
corrupting what you gave as fruitful seed; 
and still it is your poorest children bearing 
the cost of all our selfishness and greed. 
 

We hear the voice that calls our generation, 
the urgent cry of beauty scarred by pain. 
Our lives must change in this and every nation 
so prayer and action shall not be in vain; 
we pledge to live in ways of restoration 
until your earth is whole and good again. 

Copyright (c) Ally Barrett/Jubilate 
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Greeting 
 
We gather in the name of the God who creates life, 
in the name of the Saviour who loves life, 
in the name of the Spirit who is the breath of life.  
Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Here together, we open ourselves to your presence 
Creator among us 
Here together, we own our connection with all life 
Christ before us 
Here together, we listen for your living word 
Spirit within us 
Here together, we meet around your table, 
Loving Trinity enfolding all 
Here together, we pledge ourselves to the life you call us to share. 
Praise God, who inspires us 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
God’s whole creation groans,  
the earth longs to be set free.   
Let us confess our greed and repent of the ways  
in which we have damaged God’s good creation: 
 
We confess to you 
our lack of care for the world you have given us. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 

We confess to you 
our selfishness in not sharing the earth’s bounty fairly. 
Christ have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

We confess to you 
our failure to protect the environment. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Absolution 
 
God the Creator, Living Word and Breath of Life, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will, 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Gloria  
 
The Gloria may include this refrain 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest, 
 
We sing 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
 
The Collect 
 
Let us pray 
 

Holy and eternal God, 
you are the Maker of heaven and earth, 
you are the Word through whom all things were made, 
and you are the Spirit, the giver of life: 
draw us into the mystery of your love, 
that with all creation we may proclaim your praise, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
We sit 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 55.12–end 
 
12 For you shall go out in joy, 
   and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
   shall burst into song, 
   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
   instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
   for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
New Testament Reading: Colossians 1.15–20 
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or powers—all things have been created through him and for 
him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 
have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 
 

For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gradual Hymn: 161 – Touch the Earth Lightly 
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The Gospel Reading: John 1.1–14 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit 
 
Reflection 
 

One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and 
the theme of Creation-tide. 
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Profession of Faith 
 
We stand 
 

Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith: 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
We sit 
 
The Intercessions 
 
The prayers may end: 
Merciful Father 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
We stand 
 
The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life, and our common home. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  
 
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us 
 
The Offertory Hymn: 34 – Father Lord of all creation 
 
Preparation of the table 
 
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the 
bread is broken as we share the meal that remembers Jesus, the food that 
‘tastes of freedom’. 
 
Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 
Lord God of truth, 
for by the breath of your mouth 
you have spoken your word, 
and all things have come into being. 
You fashioned us in your image 
and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
Though we chose the path of rebellion 
you would not abandon your own. 
Again and again you drew us with all creation 
into your covenant of grace. 
You gave your people the law  
and taught us by your prophets 
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 
As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, 
we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
 
We sing 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 

Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he was obedient even to death on the cross. 
The tree of shame was made the tree of glory; 
and where life was lost, there life has been restored. 
 

On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
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As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 

Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth,  
heal the sick,   
let the oppressed go free  
and fill your Church with power from on high.  
 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with [N and] all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to fulfilment 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We sit 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
 
Agnus Dei 
 

We sing 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Communion 
 
Here is food that satisfies, the taste of communion.  
Here is wine pouring free, the washing away of fear.  
Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all.  
May this peace be in us and among us,  
a sign of hope for a world renewed. 
 
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to 
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to 
indicate this. 
 
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Creator God, 
send your Holy Spirit to renew this living world, 
that the whole creation, 
in it’s groaning and striving, 
may know your loving purpose 
and come to reflect your glory; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared. 
 
The Blessing 
 
We stand 
 

May God the Holy Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters 
creating the world from chaos, 
form us in the likeness of Christ 
and renew the face of the earth 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
The Final Hymn: 177 – Now let us from this table rise 
 
The Dismissal 
 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the love of the Creator of all.  
In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service is 
copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2006. 


