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Choral Scholarships at St Paul’s Church, Clifton

In collaboration with its music outreach project One Equal Music, St Paul’s
Church offers Choral Scholarships to sing in the University Church Choir and
partake a key role in One Equal Music outreach and performance.

Scholars are expected to sing at the weekly Friday
rehearsal and Sunday service during term time.
Scholars additionally contribute an allotted
amount of time to the One Equal Music project:
singing Great Sacred Music concerts at St Paul’s,
and supporting choral music outreach in local
schools and the East Bristol Young Voices Choirr.

Hear former OEM Choral Scholars speak about their experiences.

Eligibility and Opportunities

Choral Scholarships are held in conjunction with a degree or higher
education course at the University of Bristol, UWE, or other higher education
institutions in Bristol. Scholarships are offered on a one-year basis, with
potential for extension into the next academic year.

Choral Scholars each receive a financial bursary of £1,200 p.a., subject to
completion of duties. As well as a great deal of singing in worship and
performance at St Paul’'s and across the city,
opportunities for professional development,
such astraining and workshops, are arranged
throughout the academic year. Scholars also
have the opportunity to shape their own
concert programmes and, if they wish,
develop skills in event management,
advertising, and videography in collaboration
with One Equal Music projects.



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMLFUnSMFzi/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=YzN0and5am1wNDE1

Music at St Paul’s Cliffon

The Parish Church of St Paul has stood at
the heart of Clifton since 1867, with choral
music echoing between its walls ever
since. Today, St Paul’s deeply values and
holds choral music as a central way of
living out its Christian mission.

During term time, a Choral Eucharist or

service of Choral Evensong is sung each
Sunday. There are also additional choral
services on feast days and other special

occasions throughout the academic year.

The fine acoustic of St Paul’s
Church is a widely regarded and
popular choice for concerts, and
thus St Paul’s hosts numerous
musical events throughout the
year, including concerts as part of
the Cliffton International Festival of
Music.



The University of Bristol Church Choir

St Paul’'s Church is proud to have been the home of the University of Bristol

Church Choir for over 50 years. Singing music of the Anglican Choral

Tradition to a high standard, the University Church Choir welcomes students

from across the university and other higher education institutions in the city.

In addition to its weekly duties at St
Paul’s, the University Church Choir
sings at concerts, private functions
and carol services. The choir goes on
an annual summer tour to a UK
cathedral, singing services there for
a week. Recent summer tour
locations include cathedrals at,
Peterborough, Coventry, Wells, and

Ely.

The University Church Choiris a
distinctive and longstanding pillar of
St Paul’s Church and since 1972 has
held a close partnership with the
University of Bristol Music
Department, providing an organ
scholar from the university to recruit
and rehearse the choir and play the
fine church organ. Thus, truly unique
in its makeup, the University Church
Choir is one of just a handful of
church choirs in the country to be
entirely led by university students.




While choir members and organ
scholars have come and gone
over the past 50 years, what
continues to this day are the
echo of luscious SATB chords and
fanfare of organ tfrumpets and
flutes between the pillars and
arches of St Paul’s Church every
Sunday through term time,
frequently spilling out through the
open doors into the street. The
University Church Choir forms part
of the very foundations of St
Paul's and all are welcome to

share in the ongoing story of music making in this freasured

space, no matter their background, race, gender, sexuality, or beliefs.

Having contributed so much to the musical life of St Paul’s Church, university

organ scholars and church choir members alike have gone on to establish

distinguished careers and vocations, from cathedral organists, directors of

music, composers, and opera
singers, to teachers, dentists, and
mechanical engineers. The sense
of value and encouragement
choir members receive from the
parish community has created a
place of belonging at St Paul’s,
helping all choir members to
establish a lifelong love and
appreciation of sacred music,
wherever they may go.



One Equal Music

Founded in 2021, One Equal Music is St
Paul’'s music outreach project. OEM
facilitates and supports a range of
inclusive music and arts projects across
the city of Bristol, with choral music being
a central form of its outreach. By doing
this, OEM seeks to address the inequality
of opportunity within the performing arts
sector.

Since 2021, One Equal Music has set up @
regular concert series, a Singing for the
Brain choir for people with dementia and
Alzheimer’s Disease, established a schools
outreach programme, founded the East
Bristol Young Voices Choir, held several
creative charity fundraiser events such as
three 12-hour Music Marathons, and
curated a series of Great Sacred Music
concerts as heard at St Martin in the

Fields in London.

The OEM Choral Scholars form a key part
of One Equal Music’s work, helping
children and young people across the
city to experience and participate in the
performance of choral music. OEM
passionately believes that choral music,
in all its beauty and craft, can inspire
and enlighten young lives.




Applications and auditions

Applications for choral scholarships are open to any student studying at the
University of Bristol, UWE, or other higher education institutions in Bristol with:

. A passion for choral music, choirs, and singing.

. A strong standard of score reading, especially at sight.

. A confident voice, especially when singing one per part.

. Excellent time management and organisational skills.

. A willingness to use one’s musical ability for the betterment of others,
especially those for whom musical opportunities are less frequent.

A short audition will consist of a series of vocal exercises and range tests, one
prepared piece, an unprepared sightreading test, and an informal
discussion.

Please note, choral scholars are not expected to have prior experience
singing in liturgical settings, nor to be practicing Christians. Applications from
those who are currently underrepresented in choral music making are
strongly encouraged.

To apply:

For further information or to obtain a choral scholarship application form,
please contact:

Joshua Hutchinson
One Equal Music Development Officer

oneequalmusic@stpaulsclifton.org.uk

St Paul’s Church
St Paul’s Road
Bristol BS8 1LP

0117 973 3395




