February 2026

To all members of the St Paul's community
Legacy Giving

For many of us, regular financial giving to St Paul's PCC is ‘paying our way’, recognising that the
congregational life of St Paul’s is self-funded and money is needed to cover the cost of clergy,
music and our beautiful building, as well as overheads such as insurance and printing.

A gift from our estate, when we die, is different.

The financial legacy gifted to St Paul's by Katherine Croft following her death in 2022 has
enabled the PCC to underwrite the One Equal Music project officer role for two years, to plan
long overdue renewal works to the pipe organ and to explore alterations to enable better use
of the building to serve those who live in the parish. None of this would have been possible
from congregational giving alone, which only just funds our day-to-day expenditure.

I'm writing on behalf of St Paul's PCC to ask whether you too would consider including St Paul’s
in your estate planning.

The following is an extract from a prayer composed by Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw,
Michigan that struck me when thinking about legacy:



This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold
future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference
between the master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.

Leaving a legacy to St Paul’s in your Will or via a Letter of Wishes for your family could be a
recognition that "We are prophets of a future not our own'.

Please contact David or me if you would like to discuss this.

Best wishes, Jo

Jo Straw, on behalf of St Paul's PCC | cocobeanhumbolt@gmail.com



