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The Gathering  
 
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some 
moments of shared quiet preparation. This may be followed by a piece of 
reflective music (Introit) 
 
We stand 
 
Introit: Holy is the true light - Harris 
 
Opening Hymn: 350 - Who would true valour see 
 
We gather in the name of the God who creates life, 
in the name of the Saviour who loves life, 
in the name of the Spirit who is the breath of life. Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
The minister leading the service offers words of introduction and invitation 
 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Here together, we bring our yearning for change 
The Creator is among us 
Here together, we own our connection with all things 
Christ is before us 
Here together, we listen for God’s word 
The Spirit is upon us 
Here together, we meet around your table, 
Loving Trinity within us 
Here together, we pledge ourselves to action. 
Praise God, who wrestles alongside us. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
We acknowledge the violence in our hearts wounded by sin 
towards the soil, the water, the air and all forms of life.  
Lord have mercy. 
 

We confess our carbon footprints, our failure to consider  
the consequences of our actions, our slowness to act.  
Your earth is exploited, and we are complicit. 
Lord have mercy. 
 

We confess that we have taken too much  
not considering the needs of future life on this earth.  
We have become consumers, turning a blind eye to greed.  
Lord have mercy. 
 

We ask your forgiveness for our ecological debts 
and grace for conversion of life. 
Lord Jesus Christ we seek a fresh encounter with you 
who holds all the creatures of this world to yourself. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Absolution 
 
Restore us Creator, Word and Breath of Life 
to live in communion with you, 
with others and with all creatures 
in this one earth, our common home. 
Amen. 
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The Gloria  
 
We sing 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
 
The Collect 
 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
   upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be renewed 
   in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
We sit 
 
Old Testament Reading: Amos 6.1a,4-7 
 
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
   and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
the notables of the first of the nations, 
   to whom the house of Israel resorts! 
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
   and lounge on their couches, 
and eat lambs from the flock, 
   and calves from the stall; 
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
   and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
who drink wine from bowls, 
   and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
   but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
   and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand as we sing: 
 

Psalm 146 verses 1-7 

 
1 Praise the Lord! 
   Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. R 
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3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish.  R 
 

5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7 who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. R 
 
The Gospel Reading: Luke 16.19-31 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger 
with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come 
and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 
Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, 
and no one can cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg 
you to send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this 
place of torment.”  
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Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should 
listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes 
to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, “If they do 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit 
 
Reflection 
 

One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and 
the theme of Creation-tide. 
 
Profession of Faith 
 
We stand 
 

Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith: 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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We sit 
 
The Intercessions 
 
The prayers may end: 
Merciful Father 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
We stand 
 
The Peace 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life, and our common home. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  
 
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us 
 
The Offertory Hymn: 205 - Angel Voices, ever singing 
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Preparation of the table 
 
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the 
bread is broken as we share the meal that remembers Jesus, the food that 
‘tastes of freedom’. 
 
Blessed are you Lord God of all creation: through your goodness 
we have this bread to set before you which earth has given and 
human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you Lord God of all creation: through your goodness 
we have this wine to set before you fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Lifegiving God,  
your word speaks in the void,  
calling into being things that are not,  
inviting us to share your work of creation.  
 

We thank you for the ages long of gathering stars and cooling earth,  
of life evolving and waking eyes of wonder.  
We thank you for the creatures  
with whom we share the world  
for their lives so different to our own  
and the richness they reveal.  
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We thank you for the Son of Man,  
formed from Mary’s flesh and nurtured by her faith;  
he walked the growing earth  
and proclaimed a fearless kingdom of bird and lily,  
child and stranger, the beggar and the blind.  
 

On the cross,  
he joined the labour of all creation’s yearning;  
in his rising, he hallowed all flesh to bear the glory of God;  
he gives the brooding Spirit to bring to birth a living hope.  
 

Therefore, with all that has life through him  
with animals and angels  
and all who hope for a new creation,  
we share the song of love which sounds from all eternity:  
 
We sing 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 

Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
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On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth,  
heal the sick,   
let the oppressed go free  
and fill your Church with power from on high.  
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Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with [N and] all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to fulfilment 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We sit 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 
 



 13 

Agnus Dei 
 
We sing 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Here is food that satisfies, the taste of communion.  
Here is wine pouring free, the washing away of fear.  
Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all.  
May this peace be in us and among us,  
a sign of hope for a world renewed. 
 
Communion 
 
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to 
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to 
indicate this. 
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread. 
 
Communion Anthem: I heard the voice of Jesus say - Bersweden 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 
Lord God, 
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation  
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: 
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us  
and make us generous and wise stewards 
of the good things we enjoy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared. 
 
The Blessing 
 
We stand 
 

Go out into the world rejoicing,  
and encounter the Creator who waits to meet you there; 
Savour its richness and diversity  
and live as those who praise God for its bounty; 
and the blessing of the Creator God, the Eternal Father,  
the Risen Son and the Holy Spirit bless you  
that you might be a blessing to others  
today and always. Amen. 
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the love of the Creator of all.  
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
The Final Hymn: 39 - Tell out, my soul 
 

Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service is 
copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2006. 

Additional liturgical material from: 
Prayers for an Inclusive Church © Steven Shakespeare 2008. 


