The Eucharist for Eastertide

He is risen indeed. Alleluia

The Parishes of
Cotham and St Paul’s Clifton

Those parts of the service that change from week to week (readings and
hymns) can be found in a supplementary sheet – please turn to this sheet
where indicated with this symbol: ¶
We are also using hymn books in some services and numbers will be
announced.
We say or sing the words in bold type

The Gathering
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some
moments of shared quiet preparation.
We stand
¶ Processional Hymn: 1 (omit v5-6)
All creatures of our God and King
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Words of introduction and invitation
Penitence
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer,
this is your world and we are your people:
come among us and save us.
Pause for silent reflection
You asked for faith and trust;
we demanded proof and certainty.
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

Your love was stronger than death;
we built tombs around our hearts.
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy
You sent us into the world with a message of hope;
we lingered in comfortable despair.
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
Absolution
May the God of love and mercy
bring you back to himself,
forgive you your sins,
and embrace you in his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

¶ Collect
Risen Christ,
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen

The Word
Please sit
¶ New Testament Reading: Acts 11.1-18
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that
the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter
went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him,
saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at
it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds
of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.” But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not
call profane.” This happened three times; then everything was pulled
up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me
from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told
me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called
Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire
household will be saved.”

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord,
how he had said, “John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them
the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard this,
they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.
For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We stand as we sing:
¶ Gradual Psalm: 148
The choir sing the response as an introduction; please join in for the
second time and where marked R.
Response:

2. Praise him, all ye angels of his: praise him, all his host.
3. Praise him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars and light.
4. Praise him, all ye heavens: and ye waters that are above the heavens. R
5. Let them praise the Name of the Lord: for he spake the word, and they
were made; he commanded, and they were created.
6. He hath made them fast for ever and ever: he hath given them a law
which shall not be broken. R
7. Praise the Lord upon earth: ye dragons, and all deeps;
8. Fire and hail, snow and vapours: wind and storm, fulfilling his word; R
9. Mountains and all hills: fruitful trees and all cedars;
10. Beasts and all cattle: worms and feathered fowls; R

11. Kings of the earth and all people: princes and all judges of the world;
12. Young men and maidens, old men and children, praise the Name of
the Lord: for his Name only is excellent, and his praise above heaven and
earth.
13. He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his saints shall praise him:
even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him. R
¶ The Gospel Reading: John 13.31-35
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at
once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am
going, you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to you, O Christ.
We sit
Reflection
One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and
themes of the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives
We stand

Profession of faith
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and
life, the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human
nature, died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the
people of God and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith:
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We sit
The Prayers of Intercessions
We may use the response
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Sacrament
The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.
Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ
be always with you
and also with you. Alleluia!
Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us - you may like to
exchange the Easter greeting:
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.
¶ Offertory Hymn (LP 161)
1. Touch the earth lightly,
use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care:
gift of great wonder,
ours to surrender,
trust for the children tomorrow will bear.
2. We who endanger,
who create hunger,
agents of death for all creatures that live,
we who still foster
clouds of disaster,
God of our planet, forestall and forgive!
3. Let there be greening,
birth from the burning,
water that blesses, and air that is sweet,
health in God’s garden,
hope in God’s children,
regeneration that peace will complete.

4. God of all living,
God of all loving,
God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun,
teach us, deflect us,
Christ, reconnect us,
using us gently and making us one.
Shirley Erena Murray
Preparation of the table
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the
bread is broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food
that ‘tastes of freedom’.
Be present, be present,
Lord Jesus Christ,
our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
And now we give you thanks
because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned,
the long reign of sin is ended,
a broken world is being renewed
and humanity is once again made whole.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.
We sing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord God, you are the most holy one,
enthroned in splendour and light,
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
you reveal the power of your love
made perfect in our human weakness.
Embracing our humanity,
Jesus showed us the way of salvation;
loving us to the end,
he gave himself to death for us;
dying for his own,
he set us free from the bonds of sin,
that we might rise and reign with him in glory.
On the night he gave up himself for us all
he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high
and we long for his coming in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ
and make us a perfect offering in your sight.
Look with favour on your people
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth,
heal the sick,
let the oppressed go free
and fill your Church with power from on high.
Gather your people from the ends of the earth
to feast with [N and] all your saints
at the table in your kingdom,
where the new creation is brought to perfection
in Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven;
Give us today our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us;
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil;
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei
We sing:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love.
Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith.
Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole.
Come, there is room for all.
Giving of Communion
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to
receive the bread that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would
prefer to receive a blessing then please bring this service sheet with you to
indicate this.
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread.
¶ Communion Anthem: A New Commandment – Anon.,
arr. Esther Bersweden
¶ Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen

Dismissal
The Blessing
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
God the Father,
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
With the risen life of Christ within you,
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
¶ Recessional Hymn: 193 – Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour
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