The Eucharist for Epiphany

The Parish of St Paul’s, Clifton 16th January.

In the Western churches, the Epiphany (‘manifestation’) became an occasion to
celebrate one element in the story of Christ’s birth, the visit of the far-travelled
magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. Matthew’s
account speaks simply of ‘wise men from the east’; later tradition fixed their
number at three, made them kings and recalled their resonant names – Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar. In this perspective, Epiphanytide is an apt season to
pray for the worldwide mission of the Church. The feast of the Conversion of St
Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, appropriately falls in the Epiphany season, as
does the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. In the Eastern churches, the
Epiphany is, rather, the celebration of Christ’s baptism at the hands of John,
when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be
God’s beloved Son. The miracle of Cana in Galilee, where Jesus ‘first manifested
his glory’, follows immediately:
Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
and at Cana wedding-guest
in thy Godhead manifest.
The season of joyful celebration that begins at Christmas now continues
through the successive Sundays of Epiphany, and the festal cycle ends only with
the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas). The child who has been manifested
to the magi at his birth is now recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he comes
to be presented in the Temple according to the Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light
to lighten the Gentiles’ and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the
redemption he will bring must be won through suffering; the Incarnation is
directed to the Passion; and Simeon’s final words move our attention away
from the celebration of Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter.
From Common Worship, Times and Seasons

Attending
Step aside: let the day breath,
Look within: let your heart be still.
Listen well: hear the still, small voice,
calling you back to what God has made you to be.
In the middle of all that life offers us
in the eye of all the storms, we thank you for the gift of this moment, for the grace of
this presence.
From The Earth Cries Glory, Steven Shakespeare

Those parts of the service that change from week to week can be found in a
supplementary sheet – please turn to this sheet where indicated with this symbol: ¶
We say or sing the words in bold type

The Gathering
A church warden welcomes all who have gathered and invites us to some moments of
shared quiet preparation.
¶ Introit: Hymn 377
1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
Thy justice, like mountains high soaring above
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
3. To all life thou givest—to both great and small;
In all life thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
Then wither and perish—but naught changeth thee.
4. Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render; O help us to see
'Tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.
W Chalmers Smith
The Greeting
In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Words of introduction and invitation

Prayers of Penitence
The grace of God has dawned upon the world
through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Let us come to the light of Christ,
as we confess our sins
Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy
Absolution
A minister proclaims the good news of God’s mercy and forgiveness
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Gloria
We sing these or other words led by a cantor
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

¶ The Collect
a prayer set for the day is said
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
We sit
New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.1-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led
astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that
no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no
one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each
one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

We stand as we sing:
¶ Gradual: Psalm 36: 5-10
The choir sing the response for the first time, followed by:
Response (ALL):

5. Your unfailing kindness O Lord is in the heavens:
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Response
6. Your righteousness is like the strong mountains:
and your justice as the great deep you O Lord save both man and beast.
Response
7. How precious O God is your enduring kindness:
the children of men shall take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
Response
8. They shall be satisfied with the good things of your house:
and you will give them drink from the river of your delights.
Response
10. O continue your merciful kindness toward those who know you:
and your righteous dealing to those that are true of heart.
Response
Gospel Reading: John 2: 1-11
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’
And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My
hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells
you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the
jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it.

When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But
you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to you, O Christ.
We sit
Reflection
One of the ministers shares thoughts and reflections on the readings and themes of
the day; an encouragement to connect faith with our lives
We stand
Profession of Faith
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in God.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We sit

The Intercessions
The prayers may end:
Merciful Father
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
We stand
The Peace
In the tender mercy of our God
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
We offer a gesture of peace to those around us
¶ Offertory: Hymn 55
1 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed!
Great David’s greater Son;
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free;
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.
2 He comes with succour speedy
To those who suffer wrong;
To help the poor and needy,
And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Were precious in his sight.

3 He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth,
Love, joy, hope, like flowers,
Spring in his path to birth:
Before him on the mountains
Shall peace the herald go;
And righteousness in fountains
From hill to valley flow.
4 Kings shall fall down before him,
And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore him,
His praise all people sing;
To him shall prayer unceasing
And daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing,
A kingdom without end.
5 O’er every foe victorious,
He on his throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All-blessing and all-blest:
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand for ever;
That name to us is Love.

J Montgomery

Preparation of the table
As we come to the Table, bread and wine are taken and blest, and the bread is
broken as we share the meal that re-members Jesus, the food that ‘tastes of
freedom’.
Gracious God,
accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts of your people
joined in praise and thanksgiving,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
God’s Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism
Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
We sing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with [N and] all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
We sit

The Lord’s Prayer
Believing the promises of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread
We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
Agnus Dei
We sing:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Invitation
Here is the table of the Lord,
we are gathered to his supper,
a foretaste of things eternal.
Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love.
Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith.
Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole.
Come, there is room for all.
Communion
We keep an Open Table - all are invited and all are welcome to receive the bread
that has been taken, blest and broken. If you would prefer to receive a blessing then
please bring this service sheet with you to indicate this.
Please ask if you need to receive gluten free bread.
¶ Communion: The Beloved of the Lord – Esther Bersweden

¶ Prayer after Communion
God of glory,
you nourish us with your Word
who is the bread of life:
fill us with your Holy Spirit
that through us the light of your glory
may shine in all the world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal
May Christ, who draws the nations to himself,
teach us to love our enemies;
may Christ, who enters the water of baptism,
lead us to die to all but love;
may Christ, who gives new wine for the world,
turn our bitterness into joy;
and the blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Banns of Marriage, news and notices may be shared
We stand
Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God
Final: Hymn 297
1. Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us,
you are one with us, Mary’s son.
Cleansing our souls from all their sin,
pouring your love and goodness in,
Jesus, our love for you we sing,
Living Lord.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, now and every day
teach us how to pray, Son of God.
You have commanded us to do
this in remembrance, Lord, of you.
Into our lives your power breaks through,
Living Lord.
3. Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us,
born as one of us, Mary’s son.
Led out to die on Calvary,
risen from death to set us free,
living Lord Jesus help us see
You are Lord.

4. Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you,
live my life for you, Son of God,
All your commands I know are true,
your many gifts will make me new,
into my life your power breaks through,
Living Lord.
Patrick Appleford
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