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The Gathering  
 

Introit: View me Lord - Lloyd 

 

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Words of welcome, introduction and invitation 

 

Presentation of candidate for Baptism 
 

We thank God for Xinyu who has come to be baptized today. 

Christ loves her and welcomes her into his Church. 

So I ask you all: 

Will you support Xinyu as she begins her journey of faith? 

We will. 

Will you help Xinyu to live and grow within God’s family? 

We will. 
 

Xinyu, do you wish to be baptised? 

I do 

 

The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  



The Collect 
 

Lord of the misfit,  

whose prophets came  
like weeds to an ordered garden, 

 shaking all that deadens your love:  
give us faith in your kingdom’s growth,  

unruly and exuberant and let it be a shelter  

wide enough for all;  
through Jesus Christ, our teacher.  

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading: 1 Samuel 15.34 – 16.13 
 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 

Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved 

over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 

you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 

sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the 

Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the 

Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what the 

Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 

sacrifice. 
 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed 
is now before the Lord.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the 

Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 

before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Then Jesse 

made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The 

Lord has not chosen any of these.’ Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons 

here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 

sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 

until he comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 



beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this 

is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 

presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David 

from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: Amazing Grace (282) 

 

1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 
 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 
 

3 Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come. 

'Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

4 The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 
 

5 When we've been there a thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we first begun. 

John Newton 

 

  



Gospel Reading: Mark 4.26–34 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 

grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 

the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he 

goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows 

up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so 

that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 

hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 

everything in private to his disciples. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Reflection: Pippa White 

 

The Liturgy of Baptism 

 
The Decision 
 

In baptism God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To follow 

Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life.  
 

Therefore I ask you:- 

Do you turn to Christ: the way, the truth and the life? 

I turn to Christ. 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

 

Ministers make the sign of the cross on the forehead of the candidates: 

Jesus claims you for his own.   

Receive the sign of the cross. 
 

 

 

 



Do not be ashamed of Christ.  

You are his for ever.  

Stand bravely with him against all the powers of evil, and remain 

faithful to Christ to the end of your life.  
 

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,  

and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  
Amen.  

 

Prayer over the Water  
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you, loving Father, 
for your gift of water in creation; 

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
bringing light and life; 

for the gift of your Son Jesus,  

baptized in the River Jordan,  

where your Spirit came upon him  

and revealed him as the Son you love.  

He sent his followers  

to baptize all who turn to him.  
Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water,  

that those who are baptized in it  

may be renewed in the water of life,  

and, filled with your Spirit,  
may know that they are loved as your children,  

united with Christ for ever, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be all honour and glory, now and for ever 

Amen. 

 

  



Profession of Faith  
 

Let us affirm, together with those being baptised, 

our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist?  
I believe and trust in God. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in Jesus Christ.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.  

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

The Baptism 
 

Xinyu, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 

May God, who has received you by baptism  

into his Church, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace, 

that within the company of Christ's pilgrim people 

you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen 

 

The Welcome 
 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body  

and we are all invited to share one bread. 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 

 

 



The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
The Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ, 
in the one spirit, we were all baptised into one body. 

let us, pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you.  
  

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace  

 
Anthem: O Thou the Central Orb – Wood  

 

Preparation of the table 
 

Here is food that satisfies, the taste of communion.  

Here is wine pouring free, the washing away of fear.  

Here is life abundant, a table of peace for all.  
May this peace be in us and among us,  

a sign of hope for a world renewed.  

Amen. 

 
  



The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here  

God’s Spirit is with us 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 

Lord God of truth, 

for by the breath of your mouth 

you have spoken your word, 

and all things have come into being. 

You fashioned us in your image 

and placed us in the garden of your delight. 

Though we chose the path of rebellion 

you would not abandon your own. 

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. 

You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets 

to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, 

we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 

enthroned in splendour and light, 

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 

you reveal the power of your love 

made perfect in our human weakness. 
 

Embracing our humanity, 

Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 

loving us to the end, 

he gave himself to death for us; 

dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, 

that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 



On the night he gave up himself for us all 

he took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 

we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 

and we long for his coming in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith  

Christ has died  

Christ is risen  
Christ will come again.  

 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 

Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

form us into the likeness of Christ 

and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 

Look with favour on your people 

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 

Bless the earth, 

heal the sick, 

let the oppressed go free 

and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 

to feast with [N and] all your saints 

at the table in your kingdom, 

where the new creation is brought to perfection 

in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father,  

in the words of the Son 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 

whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 

 

Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

Here is the table of the Lord,  

we are gathered to his supper,  
a foretaste of things eternal. 
 

  



Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love.  

Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith.  

Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole.  

Come, there is room for all. 

 

Hymn: There’s a wideness (317) 

 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, 

like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in his justice, 

which is more than liberty. 
 

2. There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heav'n; 

there is no place where earth's failings 

have such kindly judgement giv'n. 
 

3 For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of our mind, 

and the heart of the Eternal 

is most wonderfully kind. 
 

4 But we make his love too narrow 

by false limits of our own; 

and we magnify his strictness 

with a zeal he would not own. 
 

5 There is plentiful redemption 

in the blood that has been shed, 

there is joy for all the members 

in the sorrows of the Head. 
  

6 If our love were but more simple, 

we should take him at his word; 

and our hearts would find assurance 

in the promise of the Lord. 
Frederick William Faber 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, 

make you one in praise and love, 

and raise you up at the last day; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 



Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Giving of a lighted candle 
 

You have received the light of Christ;  

walk in this light all the days of your life.  

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father.  
 

The Blessing 
 

 

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, 

make you one in praise and love, 

and raise you up at the last day; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Forth in thy name (390) 

 

1 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, 

my daily labour to pursue; 

thee, only thee, resolved to know, 

in all I think or speak or do. 
 

2 The task thy wisdom hath assigned 

O let me cheerfully fulfil; 

in all my works thy presence find, 

and prove thy good and perfect will. 
 

3 Thee may I set at my right hand, 

whose eyes mine inmost substance see, 

and labour on at thy command, 

and offer all my works to thee. 
 

4 Give me to bear thy easy yoke, 

and every moment watch and pray, 

and still to things eternal look, 

and hasten to thy glorious day; 
 

 



5 For thee delightfully employ 

whate’er thy bounteous grace hath given, 

and run my course with even joy, 

and closely walk with thee to heaven. 
Charles Wesley 

 

Common Worship: Times and Season, material from which is included in this service is 
copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2006. Additional liturgical material from: 

Prayers for an Inclusive Church © Steven Shakespeare 2008 


